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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The above claims are misdescriptive in referring to the substrates 18 as 
"planar". The interface itself is planar in configuration; the substrates that 
comprise the interface are essentially linear in configuration. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fujimori et al. 

See for example Embodiment 10, specifically suggesting "metal foils" 
being used as fillers; Embodiment 13 (conductive metal foil 61) of Fujimori et 
al. Note that at least one material suggested for the matrix layers 102 is 
silicone rubber, which has thermal conductivity comparable to silicone grease, 
commonly used as a "thermal grease" (see data sheet from the MIT website). 
No limitation is expressed in the claims regarding the degree of conductivity 
required of the compliant material. Thus this material fully meets the claim 
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recitation of a "conformable, heat conductive material". Note that the melting 
point of silicone rubber is well above 5 1 degrees Celsius. 

Regarding the claimed "interposing" and "compressively engaging" steps, 
it is clear that Fujimori et al. anticipates this notoriously well known method of 
using a thermal transfer sheet. See for example Figs. 18-19, lines 40-48 of 
column 7, lines 42-46 of column 8, bridging paragraph of columns 21-22. 
Indeed, thermal interface sheets are universally compressively engaged when 
installed between heat sinks and components to ensure adequate surface 
engagement; the only question is one of the degree of compressive engagement, 
and whether a permanent pressing force is employed by springs or other 
means. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Weixel shows a composite thermal interface pad. The remaining 
references of record were cited in the parent application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Allen J. Flanigan whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-1015. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 
9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Scherbel can be reached on (703) 308-1272. The 
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fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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